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Foreword

The theme of the ifteenth Current Research in Egyptology conference, ‘Ancient Egypt in a 
Global World’, is relected in the ever growing success of this annual event in attracting papers 
and attendance by young scholars from across the world, and in the extraordinary variety of 
their interests and perspectives, which are illustrated in the 23 papers published in this volume. 

Some common themes are discernible which reveal the new directions being taken in current 
Egyptological scholarship. First, the chronological range in all the categories of paper from the 
Early Dynastic through to Roman periods, with a very welcome – for a historian of Roman 
Egypt – increase in attention to the previously despised ‘late’ period. Second, the interest in 
technical practicalities of everyday life, including mining and quarrying and their tools, food 
storage and production, and animal mummiication. Third, the aesthetics and social meaning of 
different forms of writing, and the role of digitisation in advancing this ield of study. Fourth, 
the inluence of Egyptian material as well as religious culture on contemporary societies in a 
global world stretching from India to Britain. It is heartening to note the quality and vitality 
of research being pursued by tomorrow’s professors in the ield, including, despite current 
problems, the continuing ieldwork projects in Egypt and participation of Egyptian colleagues.

Dominic Rathbone

Professor of Ancient History
Department of Classics
King’s College London





Introduction

The ifteenth annual Current Research in Egyptology symposium (CRE XV) returned to London 
for the irst time since 2003, when it was hosted by University College London (UCL). For the 
irst time in CRE’s history, two institutions, UCL and King’s College London (KCL), jointly 
hosted the conference. this year’s conference maintained the international spirit of previous 
CREs by bringing together speakers and attendees from all over the world, with over 170 
international delegates who presented 75 papers, and 19 posters. 

Building from last year’s theme ‘Crossing Boundaries’, CRE XV’s committee proposed an 
equally interregional and interdisciplinary theme of ‘Ancient Egypt in a global World’. this theme 
works on a number of levels highlighting the current global nature of Egyptological research 
– which encompasses a variety of different cross-disciplinary approaches, methodologies, and 
cross-cultural focuses – and it places ancient Egypt in the wider ancient world. the conference 
theme also showcased London as a global and multicultural hub of Egyptological research, with 
a pharaonic focus at UCL and a graeco-Roman and latter periods focus at KCL. Additionally, 
it also highlighted how researchers and scholars of ancient Egypt can rely on other top-notch 
institutions in London, such as the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), and museums 
such as the Petrie Museum and the British Museum. this diverse range and academic variety 
was relected in the multiple topics covered in the conference papers and posters, including 
archaeology, biology, conservation, heritage preservation, social anthropology, and zoology, 
among others.

The irst part of this proceedings volume includes reports from current work at different 
ancient Egyptian sites (Part I: Current Excavations): 

Afifi (Ministry of State for Antiquities, Egypt) and Dash (Glen Dash Foundation for 
Archaeological Research) present the results of recent excavations of four undisturbed 18th 
dynasty foundation deposits in the western Valley of the Kings.

Ciałowicz  et al. (Jagiellonian University) present the latest results of the Israeli-Polish mission 
at Tell Erani. Their excavations report includes the recent analysis of the city wall or fortiication 
and inds dating to the Early Dynastic, including a mace-head.

Nishisaka et al. (Waseda University) report on the on-going Japanese mission in the western 
Valley of the Kings to restore and preserve the paintings inside Amenhotep III’s tomb. 

Odler (Charles University in Prague) draws on recent excavations at Abusir to discuss the 
meaning of copper model tools found in burials of Old Kingdom women.

Ward’s (Independent) update on the on-going excavations at gebel el Silsila concentrates on 
the chaîne-opératoire identiiable in the quarrying area of the site, dated between the Middle 
Kingdom and the graeco-Roman Period.



xii Introduction

Winter et al. (University of Western Australia/University of Evansville/University College 
London) present the latest results of the excavations at tell timai (thmuis) in the Delta. their 
analysis of the structures, construction techniques, and food production and consumption remains 
allows the discussion of the available diet at the site.

The second part of the proceedings presents the papers which focus on the cross-cultural 
theme suggested for the conference (Part II: Cross-Cultural Studies):

Autiero (Sapienza Università di Roma) discusses the presence in India of terracotta igurines 
from Roman Egypt. Her study concentrates on private piety connected to these small objects 
and how religious beliefs travelled with long-distance trade routes.

Apostola (University of the Aegean) examines the ancient Egyptian inluence of Aegean lion-
headed divinities dated between the eighth and the sixth century BC in commercial Mediterranean 
context.

Mushett Cole (University of Birmingham) discusses Libyan inluence in New Kingdom and 
third Intermediate Period Egyptian administration, exploring degrees of integration and the 
extent of Libyan identity preservation.

Judas (University of Pennsylvania) investigates the motif of grifins as symbol of good 
relationships between the Aegean and Middle Kingdom to New Kingdom Egypt. 

Lundock (King’s College London) uses the Portable Antiquity Scheme to identify, date, and 
discuss ancient Egyptian inds from the British countryside. His study also relects on the cross-
cultural impact of these objects in Roman-occupied Britain.

Minniti (University College London/New York University) examines the cross-cultural 
relationship of tanagra igurines from Naukratis and the Mediterranean area, speciically 
Tarentum, during the later irst millennium BC. Her study analyses shared material culture to 
deine local identity in cross-cultural contexts. 

Shalaby (Freie Universität) investigates the lint assemblage found in the area of copper and 
turquoise mines at Wadi Maghara in the Sinai. Her cross-cultural study interrogates the local 
microcosm to examine patterns of tools production.

The third part of the book includes current research undertaken across the world of 
Egyptology (Part III: Current Research):

Atherton-Woolham (University of Manchester) present their analysis of late Roman crocodile 
mummies for the Ancient Egyptian Animal Bio Bank at the Manchester Museum, though non-
invasive radiographic imaging techniques.

Bardōnová (Charles University in Prague) investigates Middle Kingdom supply patterns through 
a study on granaries and silos.



xiiiIntroduction

Ezzat (Bibliotheca Alexandrina) highlights issues of heritage conservation in her presentation 
of the project Digital Library for Inscriptions, Calligraphies and Writings, stressing the sense 
of continuity in Egyptian identity and the importance of global access through digitisation.

Kilroe (University of Oxford) searches infant jar-burials in ancient Egypt and Sudan to identify 
differences in regional socio-economic contexts and the interaction between people and local 
resources.

Kristensen (University of Copenhagen) questions the nature of private gardens depictions in 
funerary contexts also drawing on philological evidence. 

McKnight (University of Manchester) draws on the analysis of votive animal mummies to 
discuss the process and techniques of mummiication in Egypt between the 26th dynasty and 
the Roman Period. 

Nunn (Université Libre de Bruxelles) presents his research project to create a database of 
polychrome hieroglyphs available online. this project aims to aid the full understanding of the 
signs, not only from a strictly philological point of view, but also with a visual cognition approach.

Pitkin (Macquarie University) discusses the First Intermediate Period transition from false 
doors towards funerary stele for dating purposes.

Sbriglio (Università degli Studi di Milano/Freie Universität) and Ugliano (Università degli 

Studi di Milano/Università degli Studi di Trento) reveal the unpublished Italian State Archive in 
turin dealing with Ernesto Schiaparelli’s reports, diaries, and correspondence during his digging 
years at Heliopolis for the Missione Archeologica Italiana.

Thorpe (University of Auckland) analyses social behaviour through personal correspondence 
of complaints in Middle Kingdom to New Kingdom society. 

Joint-hosting of CRE XV allowed us to share costs, venues, and to apply for funding from a 
wider array of sources. We would highly recommend that other potential bidders consider this 
arrangement in the future. In addition to being the irst jointly-hosted conference in CRE’s history, 
CRE XV also had some other notable irsts. Thanks to the generosity of the Egypt Exploration 
Society (EES) and the Institute of Classical Studies (ICS), we were able to offer bursaries for 22 
student delegates to attend the conference. We are happy to see that CRE XVI’s organisational 
committee at the University of Oxford along with the EES and ICS have been able to continue 
funding these same bursaries and we would urge future organising committees to maintain this. 

We went to great lengths to give paper and poster presenters an equal platform to share their 
research and we feel that this was essential to ensure that young scholars at all stages of research 
were given an opportunity to participate in the symposium. For this proceedings volume we 
were able to boost paper submission numbers by allowing both paper and poster presenters to 
submit their written articles for consideration. 

We also used an anonymous external peer review system for the irst time. We believe that 
this beneits the CRE publication volume by helping CRE editors with the article selection 
process, helps prospective authors by allowing them to get expert feedback and improve their 
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writing, and better prepares young researchers with real-world journal selection processes that 
they will inevitably encounter in the future. We strongly recommend that future organising 
committees adopt this stratagem as best practice policies. 

Finally, along with consultation from the CRE permanent committee members from 2013–
2014 (Kelly Accetta, gabrielle Heffernan, Virginia LaPorta, and Luigi Prada), we developed 
the CRE XV website (www.cregytpology.org.uk), Facebook and twitter pages, with the thought 
that they would become the permanent CRE website and online social media presence, to be 
maintained by subsequent organisational committees. This proposal was ratiied with a delegate 
vote at the CRE XV Annual general Meeting and we believe that this will streamline the 
organisational process for future committees, while also helping to better maintain continuity 
from year-to-year.

this year’s CRE would not have been possible without the generous support of our home 
universities, UCL and KCL, and their respective sponsoring departments (the Institute of 
Archaeology at UCL and the Department of Classics at KCL). In addition to the aforementioned 
student bursary support from the EES and ICS, we wish to thank the Friends of the Petrie 
Museum (PMF) and the London Centre for the Ancient Near East (LCANE) for each sponsoring 
a reception at CRE XV.

CRE XV organisation greatly beneitted from the guidance of an informal steering committee 
comprised of Lucia gahlin, Jan Picton, Hugh Bowden, Richard Bussmann, Chris Naunton, and 
Dominic Rathbone. the symposium would not have been as successful without the hard work 
and efforts of our organisational committee comprised of Courtney Bobik (also our webmaster), 
Stacy Hackner (poster designer), Ahmed Mekawy, and Carl Walsh at UCL, Yukiko Kawamoto, 
Jason Lundock, and Federico Ugolini at KCL, and Hany Rashwan from SOAS. We were also 
given invaluable advice from CRE XIV Cambridge organisational committee members (W. Paul 
van Pelt, Kelly Accetta, Renate Fellinger, Sarah Musselwhite, and Pedro gonçalves) throughout 
the planning process.

Our sincere thanks go to our keynote speakers Alice Stevenson, Richard Bussmann, and Chris 
Naunton. Many thanks to our panel chairs Sarah Doherty, Lucia gahlin, Micaela Langellotti, 
Jan Picton, and John Wyatt, who gave of their time and expertise to moderate sessions. During 
the conference, student volunteers helped to direct many of the day-to-day mundane minutia 
that were essential. these student volunteers were from both UCL and KCL.

We are particularly grateful to our expert anonymous peer reviewers, who worked on the 
irst drafts of the papers in this volume, and Beckie Ryan and Caroline Barron, who copy-
edited the inal drafts of papers for this book. Last but not least, our thanks go to CRE XV 
poster-presenter and delegate, Isabel Zemani, who patiently designed the original artwork for 
the cover of this book, and to Robert Templing at KCL who handled all inancial payments for 
us, acting as CRE’s ‘banker’.

Finally, we send our best wishes to the hosts of the next CRE Symposium to be held in Oxford 
in 2015. Further details about all CRE symposia are available online at cregyptology.org.uk. 

Massimiliano Pinarello (UCL) and Justin Yoo (KCL)

Co-Chairs of CRE XV Organisational Committee

Introduction


