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Burial Assemblages of the Late Middle Kingdom 

Shaft-tombs in Dahshur North

Masahiro Baba, Ken Yazawa

Abstract
A number of late Middle Kingdom shat-tombs were discovered in Dahshur North, some of which were found intact or well-pre-
served with burial items. In terms of the sizes and burial assemblages of these tombs it is assumed that the buried individuals be-
longed to the non-ruling class, but some of them seem to be aluent people as indicated by the presence of court type burials. Given 
the proximity of the pyramids at Dahshur and Saqqara South, it is probable that people buried in Dahshur North were related to 
the higher social class buried in the royal cemeteries. he possibility of a detailed investigation of a cemetery for such a particular 
segment of society is relatively scarce and valuable in the Memphite region. herefore, we provide the archaeological information 
about their funerary items and burial practices.

Miniaci, Grajetzki (eds.), he World of Middle Kingdom 
Egypt (2000-1550 BC) I, MKS 1, London 2015, 1-24

Introduction

Since 1996 the Waseda University Egyptian Expedition 

has been working at the cemetery site of Dahshur North 

located in the lower desert approximately 1 km northwest 

of the pyramid of Senwosret III and 1 km southwest of 

the pyramid of Khendjer (Fig. 1). The initial excavations 

concentrated in the southeastern area, revealing the typ-

ical New Kingdom tomb-chapels of Ipay and Pashedu, 

and dozens of shaft-tombs and pit-burials. A new area 

approximately 100 m west of Ipay’s tomb was investi-

gated. The work started in 2004 and today still contin-

ues (Fig. 2). Excavation of the small mound revealed it 

to be a New Kingdom tomb-chapel belonging to an in-

dividual named Ta, although the superstructure is now 

completely destroyed. In subsequent seasons, the inves-

tigations around this tomb-chapel have revealed intact 

Middle Kingdom as well as the New Kingdom. This is 

Kingdom burials in this cemetery. 

Our particular interest concerns the Middle Kingdom 

burials. Apart from the intact tombs there are many dis-

turbed tombs in the area around Ta’s tomb. Some of these 

disturbed tombs still contain enough burial items to indi-

cate their chronological order and repertoire. The tomb 

size and burial equipment suggest that the individuals be-

longed to the non-ruling class. Their archaeological data is 

relatively scarce and therefore valuable for the Memphite 

region during the Middle Kingdom.

In this paper, using the intact and well-preserved tombs, 

the burial assemblages of the non-ruling class in the Mid-

dle Kingdom will be presented in the chronological order 

Shaft 54 (Anonymous Tomb)

Probably late Twelfth Dynasty

The entrance (2.0 x 1.0 m) is oriented north-south, and the 

Nile silt potsherds, including some miniature dishes and 

an offering stand with soot on its interior, was found in 
1 Although the 

context was disturbed, the pottery appears to be the re-

mains of a funerary ceremony performed in front of the 

tomb, similarly to the situation seen in the Shaft 65 (see 

-

-

5). The scarab ring was engraved with the hieroglyphs 

Nefer-Ra between two Kheperis. In addition, a small al-

abaster kohl-pot and a wooden stick were found in front 

-

ab,2 this tomb probably dates to the late Twelfth Dynasty.

1  

stand of Nile C. The offering stand was made in two parts, 

similar example, see Aston, Tell el-Dab a XII: A Corpus, 76-7.
2  MAtouk, Corpus du scarabée égyptien
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Fig. 1
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Shaft 65 (Tomb of Sobekhat and Senetites) 

Late Twelfth to the early Thirteenth Dynasty

 mound on 

which many broken pottery sherds were distributed (Figs. 

4-5). There are at least eleven pottery vessels, including 

hemispherical cups with a red stripe on the rim, a ring-

jar and a so-called beer bottle (Fig. 4.1-11).  The vessel 

indices of two complete hemispherical cups are 169 and 

161, the range of which, according to Do. Arnold, plac-

es them in the late Twelfth to early Thirteenth Dynas-

beer bottle of Nile C.

ties.4 Other vessels are of the typical shape of this peri-

od. For example, the globular jar, although missing the 

upper part, is assumed to be a funnel necked jar, which is 

the hallmark of the late Twelfth to early Thirteenth Dy-

nasties.5 It is remarkable that almost all of the vessels 

are related to liquid, suggesting the remains of a ritual 

act such as libation and/or drinking, performed after the 

burial of the deceased. 

The shaft (c
chunks. At the bottom of the shaft, two chambers were 

found to the north and the south.6 Sobekhat, “Ka-priest”, 

was buried in the south chamber (Fig. 6), and Senetites, 

4  Arnold, in Arnold (ed.), The Pyramid of Senwosret I, vol. 

I, 140-1.
5  Aston, Tell el-Dab a XII: A Corpus, 70.
6  

Fig. 2 - Excavation area around the tomb-chapel of Ta (shaft’s number mentioned in this paper in bold)
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Fig. 3 
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Fig. 4 
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were found nine miniature plates, a small round-bot-

7 The min-

-

7  

centrated in front of the eye-panel on the east side of the 

-

ic remains in the form of grains,  which indicates their 

function as offering containers for incense and food.9

Dina Faltings mentions the remains of grain content from 

FAltings, MDAIK 
9  Allen, in BártA (ed.), The Old Kingdom Art and Archaeology, 21.

Fig. 5 - Small mound, partly removed, which covered Shaft 65

Fig. 6 in situ Fig. 7
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-

tirely painted orange with yellow 

The eye-panel and false door on 

-

rated with polychrome painting.10 

A trace of where a circular lug was 

cut off can be seen in a section 

bare of paint on the south side of 

the lid.11 The interior of the cof-

-

ingly, the style is quite similar to 

which was recently found by the 

-
12 The date of this par-

allel is consistent with the pottery 

group found at the  mound.

with a shroud was placed facing 

east (Pl. xiii

made of a wooden frame and car-

tonnage. The body is painted in 

10  The outer decoration program 

corresponds to the ‘Type IVba’ of 

textual content is also common in this 

type. See WilleMs, Chests of life, 160.
11  A similar removed lug was also 

Senu (see below).
12  Polz, Die Särge des Imeni und der 
Geheset.

Figs. 8 and 9 

Fig. 10 - Title and name of So-

 

Fig. 8

Fig. 9

Fig. 10
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represented. It is noteworthy that 

the headdress white bands were 

overlaid with rows of small black 

ornaments made of faience. This 

type of decoration is similar to the 

Meir, which is now in the Metro-

politan Museum of Art.  Another 

distinctive feature is the papyrus 

and lotus, or lilies, painted sym-

metrically on the chest to represent 

14 and 

is made of beads.15 The central col-

umn is inscribed with the hetep-di-
nesut formula, which in this case 

consists of an invocation for the 

At the end of the column are the 

-

ever, his name and title appear in 

a small space and are written with 

blue pigment in a fairly cursory 

manner different to the other char-

acters (Fig. 10). This means that 

-

pared with the space intended to re-

ceive the name of the deceased left 

HAyes, The Scepter of Egypt, vol. I, 

14  lAcAu, Sarcophages antérieurs au 
Nouvel Empire
15  HAyes, The Scepter of Egypt, vol. 

PAtcH, JARCE

Figs. 11 and 12 - 

 Senetites

Fig. 11

Fig. 12
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blank. Therefore, it is probable that the 

Sobekhat’s name and title were added 

after he or his relatives chose it. There 

had already been such production sys-

tem regarding funerary items.16

-

bles that of Sobekhat both in colour and 

has a per-nu

mummy had a cartonnage mask (Pl. i). 

found intact, the mask was complete-

Even though in fragments, her mask 

follows a similar colour program to that of the face on 

was placed beside the head of the mummy. 

Shaft 64 (Tomb of Keki) 

Late Twelfth to early Thirteenth Dynasty

 chunks. At the bottom 

16  

gArstAng, Burial customs

-

ken as a result of the pressure exerted by the  rub-

box type with a per-nu 
cm) (Fig. 14). The exterior was entirely painted in yellow 

with text in blue. A false-door beneath the eye-panel on the 

The interior was coated with white plaster with no further 

-

ial exactly as there was no associated pottery, according 

likely buried in the late Twelfth or early Thirteenth Dynasty.

Fig. 13 - Plan and section of Shaft 64

Fig. 14
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Shaft 79 (Anonymous Tomb)

Late Amenemhat III to early Thirteenth Dynasty

-

remained only in the southern half of the entrance. At 

the depth of 6.7 m, a burial chamber was found on the 

m in maximum). The chamber is connected by a nar-

row corridor with the shaft (Fig. 15). There is a niche 

on the eastern wall of the chamber. Although this tomb 

has already been disturbed, some of the burial objects 

were retrieved.

The assemblage of pottery vessels from Shaft 79 is 

shown in Fig. 15.17

17  

Fig. 15 - Plan, section and pottery vessels of Shaft 79
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bottles. Similar bottles, which have a relatively short 

beer bottle (Nile C, Figs. 15.4, 5), a base fragment of an amphora 

(Nile D, Fig. 15.6) and four large round-bottomed bottles (Nile 

C, Figs. 15.7-10). The fragment of an amphora clearly dates to 

the New Kingdom, and it seems to be fallen into the shaft after 

the New Kingdom activity was started in this site.

neck with an outturned aperture and a slender body, are 

attested in Tell el-Dabca.  These examples were discov-

ered from strata d/2, which dates from late in the reign of 

Amenemhat III to the early Thirteenth Dynasty.19 These 

Aston, Tell el-Dab a XII: A Corpus
19  The rim fragments of beer bottle could also be a material 

for dating, but it was excluded here. As mentioned above, the 

bottles appeared to be used in the ritual activity conducted 

Fig. 16 - Faience objects from Shaft 79
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bottles can provide the date of Shaft 79.

The characteristic burial equipment is a group of faience 

objects. At least six examples of a trapezoidal bead made 

of blue faience were found from the chamber (Fig. 16.1-

-

ical equipment of the ‘court type’ burial.20 Moreover, 

there was found a cylindrical faience object, which also 

-

iii, vi

Pl. iii).21 Fragments of a blue faience hippopotamus were 

also found, although its head and rear body are missing 

vii). On the body, aquatic plants were 

depicted in black. Faience hippopotami were attested 

through the Middle Kingdom and Second Intermedi-

ate Period.22

been the subject of much debate,  Shaft 79 provides an 

example of reliable date by virtue of 

its association with the complete beer 

bottles.

Shaft 42 (Tomb of Senu)

Early Thirteenth Dynasty

intact Middle Kingdom burial in the 

Dahshur North cemetery. The shaft en-

trance (2.2 x 1.0 m) is oriented north-

south (Fig. 17) and no remains of the 

superstructure or any associated ob-

-

trance. The shaft itself is approximate-

ly 4 m deep, the upper section of which 

 and large brown rocks. At the depth of 2.6 m, the 

aboveground as well. It is probable that the considerable 

amount of the fragments had been scattered from the time 

when the cemetery was still in use. Many fragments could 

fall into the shafts after they were plundered and left open. It 

is undeniable that the rim fragments in the shaft were derived 

from outside of the tomb, and the intruding rims may skew the 

dating of the burial. On the other hand, the entirely or almost 

complete bottles found at the chamber are far more likely to 

be indigenous burial equipment.
20  grAjetzki, Tomb Treasures of the Late Middle Kingdom, 100.
21  

Arnold, The Pyramid Complex 
of Senwosret I

22  lAcovArA, in d’AuriA, lAcovArA, roeHrig, Mummies & 
Magic, 127.

keMP, Merrillees, Minoan Pottery

south wall of the shaft opened into a chamber24 where 

with the long side with Wedjet-eyes facing west in the 

opposite direction from the normal burial custom (Pl. ii). 

common in the late Middle Kingdom.25

The per-nu shaped lid 

are painted yellow and bear blue text bands framed in 

blue lines. An eye-panel is depicted on its long-side.26 

side of the lid. A cylindrical piece of wood was found 

in the burial chamber, the surface of which is painted 

furnished with a lug protruding from the lid, and even-

the subterranean chamber.27

24  No sealing block, such as piled stones or mudbrick, could 

be detected at the chamber’s entrance.
25  

rounded base and an uneven direct rim, the surface of which 

see Aston, Tell el-Dab a XII: A Corpus
26  The layout of text bands associated with the wedjet-eyes 

WilleMs, Chests of life
common in this type, but there are some erroneous writings. 

On the lid, for the determinative of spA, ripple of water, n is 

used instead of centipede, and on the register band of the west 

side with the wedjet-eyes, it is written anx ti, which seems to 

be an erroneous spelling of anx nTr or just an omission of nTr.
27  The purpose of the lug still remains unknown. Although it 

is generally considered to be for lifting, the act of cutting it 

Fig. 17 - Plan, section and pottery vessel of Shaft 42
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The interior was completely coated with white plas-

intact mummy of Senu was placed in a supine position 

with the head pointing to the north and the face slight-

ly to the east. The mummy was tightly wrapped in lin-

 Curiously, the 

of the mummy properly pointed north and faced east. 

The mummy had an exceptional cartonnage mask, 

with a face painted in black and a beard and wig in blue 

as well as a false beard and ears made of wood attached 

to the mask (Pl. xi). The chest was garnished with a broad 

polychrome collar and a necklace. The most distinc-

tive feature was a feathered headdress extending down 

the sides of the face (Pl. xii). It appeared to represent 

Senu’s Ba, as the bird has no face and the neck is con-

nected to the face of the mask.29 The mask seems to have 

been made on a mould, particularly the face and wig, 

painted portion extends just below the collar where it 

example, see scHäFer, Priestergräber und andere Grabfunde, 

20-1. The red-colouring on the lug is also maybe relevant to 

this symbolic meaning. See tAylor, in dAvies (ed.), Colour 
and Painting, 176.

29  See ikrAM, dodson, The Mummy in Ancient Egypt, 169.

thins out to about 4 to 5 mm and is no longer painted. 

At the torso, some resin and linen overlay this thinner 

area for about another 10 or 12 cm where the cartonnage 

thins again to less than 2 mm and continues to extend 

downward, though it was broken here by the pressure 

of the wrapped linen. Thus, the mask does not cover the 

mummy separately, but rather extends to the torso which 

is known as the ‘extended mask’.  There was enough 

space inside the mask to ensure that the mummy’s head 

was not in direct contact with the inner surface. No res-

in was used to cement the wrappings to the inside of the 

the mask on the inside. The head was placed so as to 

face left (east), around which long fringed linens were 

surface of the mask.

The mask presents particular features such as the 

feathered decoration and the extended mask, which seem 

to be primitive elements leading to the innovation of the 

rishi 
developed in the Seventeenth Dynasty.  Therefore, the 

There is no parallel showing the bird’s body on the mask in 

the corpuses. rogge, in d’AuriA, lAcovArA, roeHrig (eds.), 

Mummies & Magic vilA, in vercoutter (ed.), Mirgissa, 

For the development of rishi coffins and feathered 

decorations, see MiniAci, in grAllert, grAjetzki (eds.), Life 

Fig. 18 -
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burial of Senu probably dates to the Thirteenth rather 

than the Twelfth Dynasty. 

Shaft 107 (Anonymous Tomb)

Early Thirteenth Dynasty

-

trance is 2.6 m in length and 1.4 m in width. The depth of 

the shaft is 10.1 m. This shaft is one of the deepest Mid-

and Afterlife, 94-9 and MiniAci, . In the article, 

Egypt predecessors to the Seventeenth Dynasty rishi

dle Kingdom tombs within the area 

around the tomb-chapel of Ta. At the 

bottom, a burial chamber (2.6 x 1.4 

m) was found to the south. There is 

a niche for canopic equipment on the 

eastern wall (Fig. 20).

The tomb had already been plun-

dered, and there was almost no trace 

complete beer bottles were found 

gathered in the eastern part of the 

chamber, and they appeared to be in 
situ (Pl. iv). In addition, another two 

bottles were restored from fragments 

(Fig. 21).  Among them, eight bot-

rounded triangular modelled rim (Fig. 

region, the close parallels can be seen 

-

Amenemhat III to the early Thirteenth 

Dynasty.  The bottles in Fig. 21.10 

and 11 have a shape different from 

the others. They have a rhomboidal or 

globular body, and the neck is short 

and straight, or tapering towards the 

rim. The modelled rim has an inner 

indentation, which is so-called ‘ket-

tle-mouth’. The most similar exam-

ples were found in strata d/1 at Tell 

el-Dabca. The date of this type is sug-

-

teenth Dynasty.  The vessel indices 

of hemispherical cups are 165 (Fig. 

-

ues of which place them in the later 

Twelfth to the early Thirteenth Dynas-

ty.  From these pottery analyses, Shaft 107 plausibly 

Fig. 20 shows the pottery vessels other than the complete 

round-bottomed bowl with holes bored vertically into the 

bottom (Nile C, Fig. 20.9), small bowls (Nile C, Figs. 20.10, 

large round-bottomed bowls (Nile C, Figs. 20.14, 15).
senoussi, in scHiestl, seiler, Handbook of Pottery, 202-

szAFrAnski, Seriation and Aperture Index 2 Aston, 

Tell el-Dab a XII: A Corpus, scHiestl, seiler, 

Handbook of Pottery, 
Arnold, in Arnold (ed.), The Pyramid of Senwosret I, vol. 

I, 140-1.

Fig. 19 -
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Fig. 20 
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Fig. 21
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dates to the early Thirteenth Dynasty.

pottery vessels is scanty. Although no 

was part of the inlaid eyes, which ap-

pears to be from a mummy mask or an 

faience bead, which seems to belong to 

the ‘court type’ burial.

Shaft 106 (Tomb of Key)

Early Thirteenth Dynasty

north-south. The depth of the shaft is 

-

ber was found to the south (Fig. 22).

Although disturbed, some of burial 

equipment still remained in the cham-

ber. Fig. 22 shows the assemblage of 

pottery vessels.  Again, the beer bot-

tle is chronologically important. The 

body with a short neck tapering towards 

the rim. At the rim, the pronounced in-

ner indentation was observed (ket-

tle-mouth). It was found broken and 

the inner surface at the lower part of 

the body was covered by white plas-

ter. It is assumed that a white plaster 

paste was poured into the bottle. The 

shape of this bottle is similar to that of 

the second type from Shaft 107, sug-

the Thirteenth Dynasty. All hemispher-

ical cups lack the lower parts, and the 

of Fig. 22.4 is slightly incurved, and such a restricted 

-

teenth Dynasty,  the period of which is consistent with 

grAjetzki, Tomb Treasures of the Late Middle Kingdom, 100.

bowl (Nile C, Fig. 22.1), an offering stand (Nile C, Fig. 22.2), 

For example, Aston, Tell el-Dab a XII: A Corpus
BourriAu, gAllorini, in scHiestl, seiler (eds.), Handbook 

the date of the beer bottle.

A piece of a wooden model door was retrieved from 

v). Two standing per-

sons are depicted on the outer surface, and the bigger 

is facing to the left with holding a stave and the small-

-

tween them. In general, such wooden models were typical 

equipment in the early Middle Kingdom tombs, but dis-

appeared from the later Twelfth Dynasty.  Even though 

of Pottery scHiestl, 

Tell el-Dab a XVIII. Die Palastnekropole, 

The wooden tomb models ceased to appear in the Memphis-

Fayum region after the reign of Senusret II, with the occasional 

Fig. 22 - 
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Fig. 23 - Faience object and limestone canopic jars from Shaft 106
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Fig. 24 Fig. 25 - 

Fig. 24

Fig. 25
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the wooden model was included, the pottery assemblage 

obviously suggests that Shaft 106 belongs to the early 

Thirteenth Dynasty.

Fragments of limestone canopic jars (three lids and 

two bodies) were found in the shaft and chamber (Figs. 

x). The lids have the shape of a human 

head, and traces of pigment indicate that the contours 

of the eyes and eyebrows were drawn in black, and the 

wig was painted in blue and eyeball in red. One of the 

lids has a black beard. The bodies were inscribed with 

x) and Du-

x) as well as the title and name 

of the owner Key. Only the inscription with Duamutef 

in their interior.

This tomb also had a variety of faience objects. Fig. 

green and the latter is white (Pl. xii). They have a small 

piece of faience was inserted.40

exception of boat models, which continued until the mid-

Twelfth Dynasty. See BourriAu, in Quirke (ed.), Middle 
Kingdom Studies, 11.
40  

probably a kind of grain.41

 xi).42 Also 

is a cylindrical bead with a spiral of black glaze (Fig. 

59 x 29 cm) (Figs. 25-6).44 Found at a slightly higher 

level than the entrance of the chamber, the stela had 

probably fallen from the surface. The stela has a ta-

pered shape, and the top represents the per-nu form 

and consists of three lines of barrel-vaults. On the front 

side, an offering scene consisting of at least four regis-

ters is represented in sunken relief, and in the centre a 

false door is carved in raised relief. The text inscribed 

on the frame is symmetrically reversed hetep-di-nesut 
formulae with the invocation for Ptah-Sokar on the 

right and Osiris on the left. Unfortunately, the title and 

name of the owner are unknown as the lower part is 

damaged by weathering.

There is no direct evidence that this stela belongs 

indicates that it had been exposed for a considerable 

period of time, and a rectangular limestone block (60 

x 40 x 20 cm) placed on the bedrock to the west of 

the shaft entrance suggests that along with the lime-

stone block, the stela had formed a superstructure of 

Shaft 106.

Shaft 53 (Anonymous Tomb)

Mid-Thirteenth Dynasty

x 1.5 m) with a brick lining on the edge. The depth of 

the shaft is 5.1 m. At the bottom, a burial chamber was 

opened to the south. A niche was on the southern end 

of the east wall of the chamber (Fig. 27). A number of 

of blue and white. See Arnold, The Pyramid Complex of 
Senwosret I
41  

model fruits mentioned the note above. Arnold, The Pyramid 
Complex of Senwosret I
42  

engelBAcH, Harageh Arnold, The Pyramid 
Complex of Senwosret I

engelBAcH, Harageh Arnold, The Pyramid 
Complex of Senwosret I
44  

lAPP, MDAIK 50, 

WHelAn, in grAllert, grAjetzki (eds.), Life and 
Afterlife

Fig. 26 
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limestone blocks scattered in front of the chamber indi-

cated that it was originally sealed with the blocks. 

Although the chamber was badly plundered, pottery 

vessels and fragments of human bones and wooden ob-

jects were found. Our anthropological study shows that 

a young adult female and a child were buried. The pot-

tery vessels were relatively well-preserved, and among 

them two almost complete beer bottles are important for 

widely spread all over Egypt, and dates particularly to 

the second quarter or middle of the Thirteenth Dynasty.45

-

Kom Rabica should be mentioned.46 Their Type 4a47 of 

the beer bottle neck bears close resemblance to those 

the second quarter or middle of the Thirteenth Dynasty.  

Therefore it is probable that the date of the bottles from 
49

As for the other vessels, we found a set of miniature 

27.1-15), six wide mouthed jars with outturned rim (Nile 

-
50 Most of the minia-

ture vessels were found in and around a large round-bot-

part of the chamber. It is highly possible that the miniature 

vessels were stacked in the bowl and placed in front of the 

45  scHiestl, seiler (eds.), Handbook of Pottery, 
46  BAder, in BietAk, czerny (eds.), The Synchronisation of 
Civilisations BAder, Tell el-Dab a XIX. Auaris und 
Memphis BourriAu, gAllorini, in scHiestl, seiler 
(eds.), Handbook of Pottery
47  BAder, in BietAk, czerny (eds.), The Synchronisation of 
Civilisations BAder, Tell el-Dab a XIX. Auaris und 
Memphis

These phases roughly correspond to the second quarter or 

the middle of the Thirteenth Dynasty. See BAder, in BietAk, 
czerny (eds.), The Synchronisation of Civilisations, 265, 

BAder, Tell el-Dab a XIX. Auaris und Memphis, 

49  A similar neck was attested in elite cemetery in Saqqara 

South, the information of which was provided by the survey 

carried out by Robert Schiestl. In his report it is mentioned 

that the tombs of Saqqara South were possibly connected 

with Dahshur North cemetery. See scHiestl, MDAIK 64, 254, 

50  The other vessels are a small carinated bowl (Nile C, Fig. 

51 Such a set of miniature vessels was 

also observed in the foundation deposits of the mortuary 

temple of Mentuhotep II.52 This fact indicates that the ritu-

al act of placing them might have continued throughout 

the Middle Kingdom, from the time of Mentuhotep II to 

the mid Thirteenth Dynasty. Apart from the pottery ves-

just in front of the niche. Judging from its size and where 

it was found, the board could be a part of canopic chest.

Concluding Remarks

The date of the shaft-tombs presented above can be placed 

in the late Middle Kingdom, especially from the late Twelfth 

51  Some intact burials of the Middle Kingdom had a set of 

miniature vessels in a large bowl placed adjacent to the 

scHäFer, Priestergräber und andere Grabfunde, 

de MorgAn, Fouilles à Dahchour
MAce, Winlock, The tomb of Senebtisi

52  Arnold, The Temple of Mentuhotep

Fig. 28 
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to the mid Thirteenth Dynasties. According to the recent 

is the ‘court type’ burials, some of which had typical beads 

burials with equipment belonging to products of a funer-

canopic jars, and also containing the items used in dai-

The third group does not contain any object of funerary 

industry. The Dahshur North cemetery seems to contain 

all these groups, and the shaft-tombs shown in this article 

share many features with these groups in terms of burial 

assemblage.

-

serving especially the wealthy community of the town.54 

The situation is almost the same in Dahshur North, as it 

is located at the area between the royal cemeteries of Sen-

wosret III and the Thirteenth Dynasty kings at Saqqara 

South. The date of burials also roughly corresponds to the 

period when these royal cemeteries had been used. For 

the people buried in Dahshur North, although the highest 

class was not contained, the presence of court type buri-

seem to be related to the higher social community. In this 

-

vides archaeological information about the burial activities 

performed by a wider range of social classes in Memphite 

region. In this cemetery still remain many shaft-tombs 

to be excavated. Countinued investigations will make 

further contributions to the study of burial practices in 

the late Middle Kingdom.
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